


Ewan Larcombe
67 Lawn Close, Datchet, SL3 9LA
ewan.larcombe@mail.com
19 June 2026
SBA Team
PKF Littlejohn LLP
30 Churchill Place
London, E14 5RE
sba@pkf-l.com
RE: FORMAL OBJECTION — Datchet Parish Council Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26: Section 1 (Assertion 9) and Section 2 (Accounting Statements, Line 9)
Dear SBA Team,
I am writing as a local elector* for Datchet Parish to raise a formal objection regarding specific entries in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26 submitted by Datchet Parish Council. My concerns relate to Section 1 (Annual Governance Statement, Assertion 9) and Section 2 (Accounting Statements, Line 9 — Total fixed assets plus long-term investments and assets), which I believe are materially inaccurate and have been approved on a false basis.
1. The Nature of My Objection
The Datchet Parish Council Asset Register dated 31st March 2026, which underpins both the governance assertions in Section 1 and the fixed asset valuation in Section 2, includes assets that Datchet Parish Council does not own or control. The inclusion of these assets in the Asset Register is factually incorrect and has the following material consequences:
1. Section 1, Assertion 9 (Trust Funds): The Council has affirmed its governance responsibilities in respect of assets for which it has no legal ownership or control. This affirmation is consequently misleading or unfounded.
1. Section 2, Line 9 (Total fixed assets plus long-term investments and assets): The stated value of the Council’s asset base is incorrectly stated, as it includes assets that do not belong to the Council. This renders the Accounting Statements an inaccurate record of the Council’s actual financial position.
In accordance with Section 1.6 of the SAPPP Practitioners’ Guide 2025, where an authority cannot truthfully answer ‘Yes’ to an assertion, it is required to provide a separate explanatory note to the external auditor. No such explanation or qualification appears to have been published alongside the AGAR.
2. Supporting Basis for This Objection 

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 require that the annual governance statement and accounting statements accurately reflect the authority’s activities, assets and liabilities. An asset register that includes assets outside the Council’s ownership or control is inconsistent with these requirements. 
Specifically:
1. Proper Practices (SAPPP Practitioners’ Guide 2025, Section 2, Line 9) require that only assets owned or controlled by the authority be included in the fixed asset total reported in the Accounting Statements.
1. The Annual Governance Statement is a signed declaration by the Council that its systems of internal control and financial management are sound. Approving an Asset Register containing assets not belonging to the Council undermines the integrity of that declaration.
1. The resulting incorrect statement of assets on Line 9 of the Accounting Statements may mislead local electors and any parties relying on the published accounts.
3. What I Am Asking the External Auditor to Do
I respectfully request that PKF Littlejohn LLP, in its capacity as appointed external auditor under the limited assurance regime, take the following actions:
1. Examine the Datchet Parish Council Asset Register as submitted with the 2025/26 AGAR and verify which assets are legally owned and controlled by the Council – and in particular those assets marked as owned by DRCCT.
1. Assess whether the fixed asset total on Line 9 of the Accounting Statements correctly reflects only those assets owned or controlled by the Council.
1. Consider whether the Council’s positive affirmation on Assertion 9 of Section 1 is justified given the apparent inaccuracies in the Asset Register.
1. Use your powers under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 — including, if warranted, the issuance of a public interest report, advisory notice, or ‘except for’ qualification — to require Datchet Parish Council to correct the Asset Register and republish accurate accounts.
4. Evidence Available
I am prepared to supply documentary evidence identifying the specific assets listed in the Datchet Parish Council Asset Register that are not owned or controlled by the Council, together with evidence of their actual ownership. Please advise how and to whom this should be submitted. I am also happy to correspond further or meet if that would assist your review.
I trust that you will treat this as a formal objection under the public rights provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and take appropriate steps to investigate the matters raised. I look forward to your acknowledgement of this letter and an indication of the steps that will be taken.
Yours faithfully,
Ewan Larcombe*, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Local Elector since 1977, Datchet Parish Councillor (first elected in 1986), DRCCT Chair appointed in 2019, RBWM Ward Cllr for Datchet, Horton and Wraysbury.
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